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rrerrreerr A SHORT HISTORY OF THE VOICE REVOLUTION

1961

IBM introduces the IBM Shoebox, the
first digital speech recogntion tool. It
recognized 16 words and digits.

1972

Carnegie Mellon completes
Harpy Program. It could
understand about 1000 words. 1990

Dragon launches Dragon
Dictate, the first speech

1996 recognition product for

consumers (for only $6,000).

Microsoft introduces Clippy

2001

@ Microsoft introduces speech
recognition feature for Office XP

2011

FEBRUARY 18

IBM's Watson wins Jeopardy! APRIL 14

Apple introduces Siri

JULY 9 2012

Google launches
Google Now
2 01 3 APRIL 2
Microsoft introduces
O Cortana Cortana at annual BUILD
2 O.I 4 developer conference
NOVEMBER
Amazon introduces Alexa &

the Amazon Echo, available

to Prime members only
2015

JANUARY

Microsoft launches Cortana
on Windows 10 desktops
JUNE 23 and mobile devices.

Amazon officially launches
Amazon Echo in US JUNE 25
Amazon introduces the
Alexa Skills Kit

DECEMBER @
Microsoft Cortana added to
mobile platforms

MARCH 1
SoundHound launches

MARCH voice-powered virtual
Amazon launches Amazon e assistant app, HOUND
Echo Dot & Amazon Tap MAY
Google introduces the
Google Assistant as part of
‘ messaging app, Allo
AUGUST @ ®
Microsoft adds

Cortana voice control
to Xbox One @ SEPTEMBER 28
Amazon launches Echo
in UK and Germany

OCTOBER 5
Samsung acquires virtual
assistant startup Viv

OCTOBER 20
Amazon launches 2nd
NOVEMBER 4 generation of Amazon Echo

Google launches Google Dot, cuts price to $49
Home and smart phone
Google Pixel 'E," NOVEMBER 28
Chinese manufacturer
LingLong launches Echo
competitor, DingDong
DECEMBER 8

Actions on Google Platform
MARCH 20
Samsung introduces Bixby
alongside Galaxy S8 device

launches for Google Home

MARCH 21 @
Alexa skills surpass
10,000 in US
@ APRIL6
Google Home
APRIL 21 launches in UK

Google introduces

multi-user support for Google Home;
can recognize 6 different voices
APRIL 26
Amazon introduces
the Echo Look
MAY 4 @

Baidu unveils its
first consumer Al device,
Xiaoyuy, in China

® MAY 8

Harman Kardon
reveals new speaker,
powered by Microsoft
Cortana

MAY 9

Amazon introduces
calling / messaging
feature for Echo devices

@ MAY 17

Google announces

Home will be available in Germany, France,
Japan, Canada & Austraila by summer 2017

JUNE 5
Apple introduces
HomePod, will

ship in December JUNE 26

Google Home
launches in Canada

JUNE 28
Amazon Echo Show
launches in US

JULY 17
Alibaba launches Genie X1 -
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